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Message from Michael Peoples, Town Manager:   
Thank you for allowing me to serve you and please feel free to contact me at Town Hall, 704-824-4337 or email me at 
mpeoples@cramerton.org   
 

  
THE TOWN CENTER REVITALIZATION PROJECT:   The Town Center Project is almost complete.  The Town’s Beautification 
Committee is still looking for donors and there are naming opportunities for trees, benches, planters, and lights.  If you are 
interested, please contact Town Hall, 704-824-4337.   
 
FAÇADE GRANT PROGRAM:  The Town is now accepting applications for two façade grants in the amount of $1,000 each.  
These grants are available to business owners along Center Street and Eighth Avenue.  This grant opportunity requires a 50% 
match from the business owner or tenant.  Examples of projects eligible for funding include: cleaning of brick store fronts, 
painting, repair/replacement of non-historic doors and windows, installation of approved awnings, structural repairs, installation of 
appropriate signs as part of an overall project, removal of false fronts, and repainting of bricks.  Please come by Town Hall to 
pick up your application materials. 
 
MAYWORTH SCHOOL ADAPTIVE REUSE PROJECT:   The Mayworth School project to convert the old school into forty senior 
housing units will be moving forward.  This project will include the renovation of the auditorium for community use and also make 
parking improvements at the location that will include the construction of a staircase to the lower lot at the community building 
and also an addition to the parking lot in front of the C.B. Huss Recreation Complex.  Renovation work is set to begin January 
2008 and the project is scheduled for completion by December 2008.   
 
RECYCLING PROGRAM:   The Town of Cramerton offers recycling to all residential customers at no charge.  If you do not have 
a recycling container, please contact Waste Management Customer Service Department at (800) 273-0438.  Recycling is 
collected the same day as household garbage.  Recyclable items include: aluminum cans, plastic containers, metal cans, 
newspapers, and magazines.  Cardboard is NOT a recyclable item.  Please do not bag your recyclables inside the container.  
Please do your share to lessen the amount of garbage filling our landfills. 
 
BANK DRAFT AVAILABLE FOR UTILITY SERVICES:   The Town of Cramerton offers bank drafts for payment of utility bills.  
You will receive a bill each month with a notation that your account will be drafted for the amount due.  Your bank account will be 
drafted on the tenth day of the month.  If you are interested in this service, please fill out the information on the back of your 
utility bill stub and submit to Town Hall.  The first month, your account will be pre-noted and will not draft.  The second month 
your account will be drafted for payment.  
 
RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY STREET RESURFACING PROJECT:   The Town has contracted with John E. Jenkins Company to 
resurface First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, South Main, and South Main Extension Streets in September.  Please be 
patient and drive carefully through the Riverside Community while these improvements are being made.  This is the first phase of 
an overall effort to resurface all of the streets within the Riverside Community.  Work will be performed annually. 
 
VOLUNTARY WATER USE RESTRICTIONS:   The Town of Cramerton is under voluntary water use restrictions.  The Town falls 
under the same regulations that the City of Gastonia places in effect because we purchase all our water from Gastonia.  The 
Town has been notified that there is a strong chase of mandatory restrictions taking effect in September.  Please keep up to date 
by reading the local paper which will feature more information. 
  
UPCOMING MEETINGS AT TOWN HALL: 
 

Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting, Tuesday, September 4, 2007, 7:00pm at Town Hall 
Beautification Committee Meeting, Tuesday, September 11, 2007, 5:30pm at Town Hall 
Board of Commissioners Workshop Meeting, Thursday, September 20, 2007, 6:00pm at Town Hall 
Planning Board Meeting, Tuesday, September 18, 2007, 7:00pm at Town Hall  
Board of Commissioners Regular Meeting, Tuesday, October 2, 2007, 7:00pm at Town Hall 



  
Teach Your Parents Well Program 

To obtain additional information, we have an alcohol 
education program, “Teach Your Parents Well”  geared 
towards educating parents/adults on the dangers, 
consequences and social pitfalls of providing, 
encouraging or facilitating children in obtaining alcohol 
under the age of 21. This program is provided free of 
charge for civic, church, schools, etc. groups. 

Signs and Symptoms of Drug Abuse 

It is important to keep in mind that if a child shows any 
of the following symptoms it does not necessarily mean 
that he or she is using drugs. The presence of some of 
these behaviors could be the product of adolescent 
stress. Others may be symptoms of depression or a host 
of other problems. Whatever the cause, they may 
warrant attention, especially if they persist or if they 
occur in a cluster. A mental health professional or a 
caring and concerned adult may help a youngster 
successfully overcome a crisis and develop more 
effective coping skills, often preventing further problems. 

The key is change ; it is important to watch for any 
significant changes in your child's physical appearance, 
personality, attitude or behavior. 

Physical Signs  

·  Loss of appetite, increase in appetite, any 
changes in eating habits, unexplained weight 
loss or gain.  

·  Slowed or staggering walk; poor physical 
coordination.  

·  Inability to sleep, awake at unusual times, 
unusual laziness.  

·  Red, watery eyes; pupils larger or smaller than 
usual; blank stare.  

·  Cold, sweaty palms; shaking hands.  
·  Puffy face, blushing or paleness.  
·  Smell of substance on breath, body or clothes.  
·  Extreme hyperactivity; excessive talkativeness.  
·  Runny nose; hacking cough.  
·  Needle marks on lower arm, leg or bottom of 

feet.  
·  Nausea, vomiting or excessive sweating.  
·  Tremors or shaking of hands, feet or head.  
·  Irregular heartbeat.  

Behavioral Signs  

·  Change in overall attitude/personality with no 
other identifiable cause.  

·  Changes in friends; new hang-outs; sudden 
avoidance of old crowd; doesn't want to talk 
about new friends; friends are known drug 
users.  

·  Change in activities or hobbies.  
·  Drop in grades at school or performance at 

work; skips school or is late for school.  

·  Change in habits at home; loss of interest in 
family and family activities.  

·  Difficulty in paying attention; forgetfulness.  
·  General lack of motivation, energy, self-esteem, 

"I don't care" attitude.  
·  Sudden oversensitivity, temper tantrums, or 

resentful behavior.  
·  Moodiness, irritability, or nervousness.  
·  Silliness or giddiness.  
·  Paranoia. 
·  Excessive need for privacy; unreachable.  
·  Secretive or suspicious behavior.  
·  Car accidents.  
·  Chronic dishonesty.  
·  Unexplained need for money, stealing money or 

items.  
·  Change in personal grooming habits.  
·  Possession of drug paraphernalia.  

Alcohol Use Specific Symptoms:  Clumsiness; 
difficulty walking; slurred speech; sleepiness; poor 
judgment; dilated pupils; possession of a false ID card.  
Reprinted from American Council for Drug Education. 

What Should I Do?  

Even when you see many of the signs and symptoms, 
this does not necessarily mean that your child has a 
substance abuse problem.  These signs may be 
indicators of other problems such as possible chronic 
illness or other health problems, peer adjustment, 
depression, allergies, eating disorder, hyperactivity, or 
teenage aggression.  Remember that many of these 
signs or symptoms may also be symptoms within the 
context of your individual adolescent's personality and 
current lifestyle. 

When discussing your findings with your child, it is not 
necessary to make a conclusion about the behavior.  
More importantly, talk to your child or to the health 
professional about exactly what you are seeing and the 
concern it is causing you as a parent. 

Other resources: 
Alcohol and Drug Council of North Carolina  
3500 Westgate Drive, Suite 204  
Durham, NC 27707  
1-800-688-4232 
www.alcoholdrughelp.org  
Information and Referral Service 
www.family.samhsa.gov   
Alcohol information for parents/adult providers   
www.thecoolspot.gov  
 Alcohol information aimed at middle school-aged teens 
http://www.alcoholfreechildren.org  Initiative to prevent 
the use of alcohol by children ages 9 to 15   
www.dontserveteens.gov 
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TOWN OF CRAMERTON PASSES BURGLAR ALARM ORDINANCE 
 
     Cramerton Board of Commissioners passed a Burglar Alarm Ordinance at their August 7th regular meeting.  The 
Ordinance will become effective at midnight on November 1, 2007.  The Cramerton Police Department will administrate 
the Ordinance through its newly formed Code Enforcement Unit.  The Ordinance was passed in response to a rise in the 
number of false burglar alarm calls that are being responded to by the police department.  “False alarms place an undue 
burden on police resources and affects the department’s responses to more serious calls,” said Cramerton Police Chief 
Greg Ratchford. 
 
     The Ordinance includes provisions for registration of current and future residential and business burglar alarm 
systems, graduated fine structures for excessive false alarms, new equipment standards, and suspension of police 
response to chronic false alarms.  Residents and business owners will have until November 1st to register their alarm at 
no cost.  Alarm systems registered after November 1st will be subject to a $25.00 fee.  Officers responding to alarm calls 
after November 1st will be issuing citations to alarm system owners who have not registered their alarm.  Failing to register 
an alarm system will result in a $50.00 penalty being assessed.   
      
     The complete Town of Cramerton Burglar Alarm Ordinance is available for download at the Cramerton Police 
Department website at www.cramertonpd.org.  Click on Crime Prevention and follow the link for the False Alarm 
Reduction Program.  A paper copy of the new Ordinance can be obtained at Cramerton Town Hall.  For more information 
contact the Cramerton Police Code Enforcement Officer at 704.824.7964. 
 
TOWN OF CRAMERTON ALARM ORDINANCE (Annotated) 
 

·  All current alarm systems, both commercial and residential, must be registered with the Cramerton Police Department.  
Newly installed alarm systems must be registered within ten (10) days of installation.  Alarm registration must be 
completed within ten (10) days when a new resident or tenant moves into a location with an active alarm system.  Alarm 
registrations may not be transferred from one tenant/resident to another or to another alarm site.  Alarm systems 
registered prior to November 1, 2007 will not be assessed an alarm registration fee.  Alarm systems registered after 
November 1, 2007 will be subject to a one-time registration fee of $25.00.  Alarm system registration forms are available 
at the Cramerton Police Department or may be downloaded for completion and submission at the police department’s 
website at www.cramertonpd.org.  

 
·  Alarm systems not registered after November 1, 2007 will be assessed a $50.00 penalty in addition to the $25.00 

registration fee. 
 
·  Alarm users must maintain the alarm site and the alarm system in a manner that will minimize or eliminate false alarms.  

Alarm users must make every reasonable effort to have a key holder respond to the alarm site within twenty (20) minutes 
when requested by law enforcement.  The key holder must be able to deactivate the alarm system, be able to provide 
access to the alarm site, and be able to provide alternate security to the alarm site if needed.  Alarm users must not 
activate an alarm system for any reason other than an actual occurrence of an event that the alarm system was intended 
to report.   

 
·  Alarm systems with exterior audible signals shall not sound for longer than ten (10) minutes after being activated. 
 
·  Alarm users must have the alarm inspected by a licensed alarm company after two (2) false alarms in one (1) year.  After 

four (4) false alarms in one (1) year the alarm user must have a licensed alarm company modify the alarm system to 
make the system more false alarm resistant.  

 
·  Alarms that utilize automatic voice dialers are prohibited. Alarm system instructions must be maintained at the alarm site. 
 
·  Police response to alarm sites may be suspended for three (3) or more false alarms in a 12-hour period or five (5) or more 

false alarms within twelve (12) months. 
 
·  Penalties and fees associated with the Burglar Alarm Ordinance are:



  

 

Description Reference Fee/Fine 
Registration fee 97.03(B)(1) $25.00 
Fine – 1st False Alarm 97.07(A)(1) 0 
Fine – 2nd False Alarm 97.07(A)(1) 0 
Fine – 3rd False Alarm 97.07(A)(1) 0 
Fine – 4th False Alarm 97.07(A)(1) $100.00 
Fine – 5th False Alarm   97.07(A)(1) $250.00 
Fine – 6th and Subsequent False Alarm 97.07(A)(1) $500.00 
Operation of a Non Registered Alarm System 97.07(B) $50.00 
False Alarm Caused By On Site Alarm Company Employee 97.07(E) $50.00 
Monitoring Company Failure to Verify 97.07(F) $50.00 
False Statement by an Alarm Co. Employee Making an On-Site Inspection 97.07(G) $50.00 
Reinstatement Fee 97.11(A)(1) $25.00 

 
 Additional information on the Town of Cramerton Burglar Alarm Ordinance can be obtained by calling the Cramerton 
Police Department Code Enforcement Officer at 704.824.7964.  A printable copy of the Town of Cramerton Burglar Alarm 
Ordinance and the Alarm Registration Form can be downloaded by visiting the Cramerton Police Department Website at 
www.cramertonpd.org.  Click on the Crime Prevention link and look for the False Alarm Reduction Program link.  
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Outdoors: 
 
·  Do not fill swimming or wading pools. Use a pool cover to minimize water evaporation.  Check for leaks in walls, filtration 

system and inlets; repair as needed. 
·  Water your lawn only when needed. Water at night or early morning to avoid evaporation. Try to water your lawn only, not 

the streets and sidewalks. Used cleaning water and pool water are fine for watering lawn and gardens. 
·  Landscape your lawn with plants that require little water.   
·  Do not wash down outside areas such as sidewalks, patios, driveways, etc. Use a broom, rake or leaf blower. 
·  Limit vehicle washing. Use a pail or bucket of water to wash cars, rinse quickly with hose. Dirty water can be used for 

chrome, hubcaps and wheels. 
 
Indoors: 
 
·  Take shorter showers and shallower bathes.  Turn off the shower while soaping up.  Saves about 25 gallons. 
·  Turn off faucets while brushing teeth, washing, shaving, etc.  Saves about 5 gallons per day. 
·  Adjust water level on your washing machine, if possible.  Use full loads only, if not adjustable. 
·  Use your dishwasher only when it is full.  Washing dishes by hand (don’t let the tap run!) saves about 25 gallons.  
·  Reduce the number of toilet flushes per day.  Each flush uses about 5 gallons (2-3 if you have water-saving toilets). 
·  Limit use of water-cooled air conditioners. 
·  Avoid using a garbage disposal. 
·  Use sinks and tub stoppers to avoid wasting water. 
·  Thaw frozen food in your refrigerator rather than in water. 
·  Don’t let the tap run to cool water for drinking. Instead, keep a container of water in the refrigerator. 
·  Use a pail or basin when mopping, use a sponge mop instead of a string mop. 
·  Find and fix leaks in faucets and water-using appliances.  Faucets can usually be fixed cheaply and quickly by replacing 

washers. 
·  Find and fix leaks in toilets, which can leak silently.  The following method can be used to check for leaks:  Place a drop of 

food coloring in the upper tank and don’t flush for 30 minutes.  If color appears in the bowl, there is leakage. 
·  Adapt plumbing with flow-restriction or other water-saving devices.  These are usually inexpensive and easy to install. 
·  Reduce water used per flush by installing toilet tank displacement inserts.  A plastic jug may often be used as an 

alternative.  DO NOT USE BRICKS – they disintegrate when soaked and the resulting grit hinders closing of the flap 
valve. 

·  Learn to read your water meter so you can judge how much water you use and the difference water conservation makes. 
 


